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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office Action is in response to After-Final amendment filed November 18, 2009. 
Examiner withdraws the rejection of claims 22-23, 26, 31-38 based on Tatebayahi et al. 
(US Publication 2008/0263367) reference due to it being owned or assigned to 
Matsushita Electric Industrial Co (now Panasonic Corp) which the current application is 
also assigned. Claims 22-23, 26, 31 -38 are presented for further examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 22-23, 26, 31-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Nesset et al. (hereinafter "Nesset", US Patent 5,742,759) in view of 
Mathis (US Patent Publication 2001/0037438 A1). 

As per claim 22, Nesset discloses a group judgment device that is connected to a 
network and that shares common private information with a target device connected to 
the group judgment device via the network, comprising: 
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a conversion unit operable to convert the common private information into first 
conversion information according to a predetermined conversion (column 4, lines 21- 
26); 

a transmission/reception unit operable to transmit first data to the target device, and 
receive, from the target device, second data including second conversion information in 
response to the first data, the target device converting the common private information 
into the second conversion information according to the same conversion as the 
predetermined conversion, and transmitting to the group judgment device the second 
data including the second conversion information (column 3, lines 23-25); 

a judgment unit operable to 

(i) (ii) compare the first conversion information generated by the conversion unit and the 
second conversion information included in the second data received by the 
transmission/reception unit, and judge that the target device belongs to the 
predetermined group when (ii) the first conversion information matches the second 
conversion information (column 5, lines 60-67). 

Nesset does not explicitly disclose: 

a measurement unit operable to measure, as a target time, a time required between (a) 
transmission of the first data by the transmission/reception unit and (b) reception of the 
second data by the transmission/reception unit; and 
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compare the target time measured by the measurement unit with reference time, the 
reference time being a time required between (a) transmission of the first data to a 
device belonging to a predetermined group and (b) reception of the second data from 
the device belonging to the predetermined group; 

judge that the target device belongs to the predetermined group when (i) a difference 
between the target time and the reference time is within a predetermined range. 

However, in an analogous art, Mathis teaches a remote monitor unit comparing 
signatures received from an ATM machine, a vending machine, a computer, or special 
purpose computer with that stored in the remote monitor unit to determine whether to 
allow programming or access. The remote monitor unit also compares time for validity 
check stored in the remote monitor unit to determine unauthorized access. If the date 
and time do not compare to the stored predetermined time and date, the program is 
interrupted (paragraphs [0064-0065, 0067]). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate Mathis's measurement unit and 
judging unit in Nesset's system providing means to restrict programming of program 
memory devices to authorized personnel while preventing unauthorized programming of 
a device. 



As per claim 23, Nesset discloses a group judgment device that is connected to a 
network 
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and that shares common private information with a target device connected to the group 
judgment device via the network, comprising: 

a conversion unit operable to convert the common private information into first 
conversion to information according to a first conversion, and to convert the common 
private information into second conversion information according to a second 
conversion, the first conversion being distinct from the second conversion (column 4, 
lines 21-26); 

a transmission/reception unit operable to transmit first data including the first conversion 
information to the target device, and receive, from the target device, second data 
including third conversion information in response to the first data, the target device 
converting the common private information into the third conversion information 
according to the second conversion, and transmitting to the group judgment device the 
second data including the third conversion information (column 3, lines 23-25); 

a judgment unit operable to 

(ii) compare the second conversion information generated by the conversion unit and 
the third conversion information included in the second data received by the 
transmission/reception unit, and (iii) judge whether a message is received from the 
target device, the message indicating that the target device judges that the first 
conversion information matches fourth conversion information, the target device 
converting the common private information into the fourth conversion information 
according to the first conversion and comparing the first conversion information included 
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in the received first data the fourth conversion information, (iv) and judge that the target 
device belongs to the predetermined group when (ii) the second conversion information 
matches the third conversion information, and (iii) the message is received (column 5, 
lines 60-67). 

Nesset does not explicitly disclose: 

a measurement unit operable to measure, as a target, a time required between (a) 
transmission of the first data by the transmission/reception unit and (b)reception of the 
second data by the transmission/reception unit; 

(i) compare the target time measured by the measurement unit with a reference time, 
the reference time being a time required between (a) transmission of the first data to a 
device belonging to a predetermined group and (b) reception of the second data from 
the device belonging to the predetermined group; 

, (iv) and judge that the target device belongs to the predetermined group when (i) a 
difference between the target time and the reference time is within a predetermined 
range. 

However, in an analogous art, Mathis teaches a remote monitor unit comparing 
signatures received from an ATM machine, a vending machine, a computer, or special 
purpose computer with that stored in the remote monitor unit to determine whether to 
allow programming or access. The remote monitor unit also compares time for validity 
check stored in the remote monitor unit to determine unauthorized access. If the date 
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and time do not compare to the stored predetermined time and date, the program is 
interrupted (paragraphs [0064-0065, 0067]). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate Mathis's measurement unit and 
judging unit in Nesset's system providing means to restrict programming of program 
memory devices to authorized personnel while preventing unauthorized programming of 
a device. 



As per claim 26, Nesset discloses a group judgment system including a target device 
and a group judgment device that are connected to a network, the target device and the 
group judgment device sharing common private information, wherein the group 
judgment device includes: 

a first conversion unit operable to convert the common private information into first 
conversion information according to a predetermined conversion (column 4, lines 21- 
26); 

a transmission/reception unit operable to transmit first data to the target device (column 
3, lines 23-25); 

wherein the target device includes: 

a reception unit operable to receive first data with a predetermined format from the 
group judgment device (column 6, lines 6-10); 
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a second conversion unit operable to convert the common private information into 
second conversion information according to the predetermined conversion (column 4, 
lines 21-26); and 

a transmission unit operable to transmit to the group judgment device second data 
including the second conversion information (column 3, lines 23-25); and 

wherein the group judgment device includes: 

a transmission/reception unit operable to receive from the target device the second data 
including the second conversion information (column 3, lines 23-25); 

a judgment unit operable to 

(ii) compare the first conversion information generated by the first conversion unit and 
the second conversion information included in the second data received by the 
transmission/reception unit, and judge that the target device belongs to the 
predetermined group when (ii) the first conversion information matches the second 
conversion information (column 5, lines 60-67). 

Nesset does not explicitly disclose: 

a measurement unit operable to measure, as a target time, a time required between (a) 
transmission of the first data by the transmission/reception unit and (b) reception of the 
second data by the transmission/reception unit; 

(i) compare the target time measured by the measurement unit with a reference time, 
the reference time being a time required between (a) transmission of the first data to a 
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device belonging to a predetermined group and (b) reception of the second data from 
the device belonging to the predetermined group; 

and judge that the target device belongs to the predetermined group when (i) a 
difference between the target time and the reference time is within a predetermined 
range. 

However, in an analogous art, Mathis teaches a remote monitor unit comparing 
signatures received from an ATM machine, a vending machine, a computer, or special 
purpose computer with that stored in the remote monitor unit to determine whether to 
allow programming or access. The remote monitor unit also compares time for validity 
check stored in the remote monitor unit to determine unauthorized access. If the date 
and time do not compare to the stored predetermined time and date, the program is 
interrupted (paragraphs [0064-0065, 0067]). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate Mathis's measurement unit and 
judging unit in Nesset's system providing means to restrict programming of program 
memory devices to authorized personnel while preventing unauthorized programming of 
a device. 

As per claim 31 , Nesset does not explicitly discloses the group judgment device 
according to claim 22, wherein the judgment unit is operable to judge that the target 
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device does not belong to the predetermined group when (i) the difference between the 
target time and the reference time is not within the predetermined range. 

However, in an analogous art, Mathis teaches a remote monitor unit comparing 
signatures received from an ATM machine, a vending machine, a computer, or special 
purpose computer with that stored in the remote monitor unit to determine whether to 
allow programming or access. The remote monitor unit also compares time for validity 
check stored in the remote monitor unit to determine unauthorized access. If the date 
and time do not compare to the stored predetermined time and date, the program is 
interrupted (paragraphs [0064-0065, 0067]). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate Mathis's measurement unit and 
judging unit in Nesset's system providing means to restrict programming of program 
memory devices to authorized personnel while preventing unauthorized programming of 
a device. 

As per claim 32, Nesset does not explicitly discloses the group judgment device 
according to claim 31 , wherein the judgment unit is operable to judge that the target 
device does not belong to the predetermined group when (i) the difference between the 
target time and the reference time is within the predetermined range. 

However, in an analogous art, Mathis teaches a remote monitor unit comparing 
signatures received from an ATM machine, a vending machine, a computer, or special 
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purpose computer with that stored in the remote monitor unit to determine whether to 
allow programming or access. The remote monitor unit also compares time for validity 
check stored in the remote monitor unit to determine unauthorized access. If the date 
and time do not compare to the stored predetermined time and date, the program is 
interrupted (paragraphs [0064-0065, 0067]). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate Mathis's measurement unit and 
judging unit in Nesset's system providing means to restrict programming of program 
memory devices to authorized personnel while preventing unauthorized programming of 
a device. 

As per claim 33, Nesset does not explicitly discloses the group judgment device 
according to claim 23, wherein the judgment unit is operable to judge that the target 
device does not belong to the predetermined group when the difference between the 
target time and the reference time is not within the predetermined range. 

However, in an analogous art, Mathis teaches a remote monitor unit comparing 
signatures received from an ATM machine, a vending machine, a computer, or special 
purpose computer with that stored in the remote monitor unit to determine whether to 
allow programming or access. The remote monitor unit also compares time for validity 
check stored in the remote monitor unit to determine unauthorized access. If the date 
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and time do not compare to the stored predetermined time and date, the program is 
interrupted (paragraphs [0064-0065, 0067]). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate Mathis's measurement unit and 
judging unit in Nesset's system providing means to restrict programming of program 
memory devices to authorized personnel while preventing unauthorized programming of 
a device. 

As per claim 34, Nesset does not explicitly discloses the group judgment device 
according to claim 33, wherein the judgment unit is operable to judge that the target 
device does not belong to the predetermined group when (i) the difference between the 
target time and the reference time is within the predetermined range. 

However, in an analogous art, Mathis teaches a remote monitor unit comparing 
signatures received from an ATM machine, a vending machine, a computer, or special 
purpose computer with that stored in the remote monitor unit to determine whether to 
allow programming or access. The remote monitor unit also compares time for validity 
check stored in the remote monitor unit to determine unauthorized access. If the date 
and time do not compare to the stored predetermined time and date, the program is 
interrupted (paragraphs [0064-0065, 0067]). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate Mathis's measurement unit and 



Application/Control Number: 10/669,656 Page 13 

Art Unit: 2457 

judging unit in Nesset's system providing means to restrict programming of program 
memory devices to authorized personnel while preventing unauthorized programming of 
a device. 

As per claim 35, Nesset does not explicitly discloses the group judgment device 
according to claim 34, wherein the judgment unit is operable to judge that the target 
device does not belong to the predetermined group when (i) the difference between the 
target time and the reference time is within the predetermined range. 

However, in an analogous art, Mathis teaches a remote monitor unit comparing 
signatures received from an ATM machine, a vending machine, a computer, or special 
purpose computer with that stored in the remote monitor unit to determine whether to 
allow programming or access. The remote monitor unit also compares time for validity 
check stored in the remote monitor unit to determine unauthorized access. If the date 
and time do not compare to the stored predetermined time and date, the program is 
interrupted (paragraphs [0064-0065, 0067]). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate Mathis's measurement unit and 
judging unit in Nesset's system providing means to restrict programming of program 
memory devices to authorized personnel while preventing unauthorized programming of 
a device. 
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As per claim 36, Nesset does not explicitly discloses the group judgment system 
according to claim 26, wherein the judgment unit is operable to judge that the target 
device does not belong to the predetermined group when (i) the difference between the 
target time and the reference time is not within the predetermined range. 

However, in an analogous art, Mathis teaches a remote monitor unit comparing 
signatures received from an ATM machine, a vending machine, a computer, or special 
purpose computer with that stored in the remote monitor unit to determine whether to 
allow programming or access. The remote monitor unit also compares time for validity 
check stored in the remote monitor unit to determine unauthorized access. If the date 
and time do not compare to the stored predetermined time and date, the program is 
interrupted (paragraphs [0064-0065, 0067]). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate Mathis's measurement unit and 
judging unit in Nesset's system providing means to restrict programming of program 
memory devices to authorized personnel while preventing unauthorized programming of 
a device. 

As per claim 37, Nesset does not explicitly discloses the group judgment system 
according to claim 36, wherein the judgment unit is operable to judge that the target 
device does not belong to the predetermined group when (i) the difference between the 
target time and the reference time is within the predetermined range. 
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However, in an analogous art, Mathis teaches a remote monitor unit comparing 
signatures received from an ATM machine, a vending machine, a computer, or special 
purpose computer with that stored in the remote monitor unit to determine whether to 
allow programming or access. The remote monitor unit also compares time for validity 
check stored in the remote monitor unit to determine unauthorized access. If the date 
and time do not compare to the stored predetermined time and date, the program is 
interrupted (paragraphs [0064-0065, 0067]). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate Mathis's measurement unit and 
judging unit in Nesset's system providing means to restrict programming of program 
memory devices to authorized personnel while preventing unauthorized programming of 
a device. 

As per claim 38, Nesset discloses a method for controlling a group judgment device, the 
group judgment device being connected to a network and sharing common private 
information with a target device connected to the group judgment device via the 
network, the method comprising: 

converting the common private information into first conversion information according 
to a predetermined conversion (column 4, lines 21-26); 

transmitting first data to the target device, and receive, from the target device, second 
data including second conversion information in response to the first data, the target 
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device converting the common private information into the second conversion 
information according to the same conversion as the predetermined conversion, and 
transmitting to the group judgment device the second data including the second 
conversion information (column 3, lines 23-25); 

comparing the generated first conversion information and the second conversion 
information included in the received second data (column 5, lines 60-67); and 

judging that the target device belongs to the predetermined group when (ii) the first 
conversion information matches the second conversion information (column 5, lines 60- 
67). 

Nesset does not explicitly disclose: 

a measurement unit operable to measure, as a target time, a time required between (a) 
transmission of the first data by the transmission/reception unit and (b) reception of the 
second data by the transmission/reception unit; 

comparing the target time measured by the measurement unit with a reference time, the 
reference time being a time required between (a) transmission of the first data to a 
device belonging to a predetermined group and (b) reception of the second data from 
the device belonging to the predetermined group; 

(i) compare the target time measured by the measurement unit with a reference time, 
the reference time being a time required between (a) transmission of the first data to a 



Application/Control Number: 10/669,656 Page 17 

Art Unit: 2457 

device belonging to a predetermined group and (b) reception of the second data from 
the device belonging to the predetermined group; 

and judge that the target device belongs to the predetermined group when (i) a 
difference between the target time and the reference time is within a predetermined 
range. 

However, in an analogous art, Mathis teaches a remote monitor unit comparing 
signatures received from an ATM machine, a vending machine, a computer, or special 
purpose computer with that stored in the remote monitor unit to determine whether to 
allow programming or access. The remote monitor unit also compares time for validity 
check stored in the remote monitor unit to determine unauthorized access. If the date 
and time do not compare to the stored predetermined time and date, the program is 
interrupted (paragraphs [0064-0065, 0067]). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate Mathis's measurement unit and 
judging unit in Nesset's system providing means to restrict programming of program 
memory devices to authorized personnel while preventing unauthorized programming of 
a device. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments have been considered but are moot in view of the new 
ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to BARBARA N. BURGESS whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3996. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:00am-4:00pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571 ) 272-4001 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Barbara N Burgess/ Barbara N Burgess 

Examiner, Art Unit 2457 Examiner 

Art Unit 2457 

December 17, 2009 

/Barbara N Burgess/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2457 



